
 

Tithing (Hebrew: Ma’aser) 

 

 

Levirate Marriage (Hebrew: Yibbum) 

 

Definition: 10% of the agricultural products, 

10th animal that passed under the rod, never 

referred to salary or wages or earned income 

or money 

 

 

Definition: The act of a widow marrying her 

deceased husband's nearest male relative 

(Deuteronomy 25:5 – 6) 

 

 

Alternative: Redemption option for the 1
st

 

tithe by paying 120% of the value of crops 

and animals could not be redeemed, the 2
nd

 

tithe might be converted into money but the 

same money must be used in Jerusalem to 

buy food & no redemption or option to 

convert to money specified for the 3
rd

 tithe 

 

 

Alternative: According to Deuteronomy 25:5 -

10, a ceremony known as “Halitzah” must be 

performed where the woman must spit in the 

refusing Levir’s face, remove one of his shoes, 

and the others in the town referring to him as 

‘the one without a shoe’. (Levirate is a derivative of 

the Latin word levir, meaning "husband's brother") 

 

Practiced before the law of Moses, later 

codified (incorporated) into the law 

 

 

Practiced before the law of Moses, later 

codified (incorporated) into the law 

 

 

Example: Abram ONLY ONCE tithed from the 

best of the war spoils, Jacob vowed to tithe 

and practiced during the law 

 

 

Example : Judah-Tamar incident (Genesis 

38:8) / Boaz marrying Ruth (Ruth 4:1 - 11) 

 

 

How did it start? – Unknown; No reason or 

justification given! 

 

 

How did it start? – Unknown; No reason or 

justification given! 

 

 

Mentioned by Jesus in the New Testament  

(Matthew 23:23 / Luke 11:42, 18:12) 

 

 

Mentioned by Jesus in New Testament 

(Matthew 22:23 - 33) 

 

 

 

New Testament does not explicitly forbid, 

repeal or say “stop” tithing 

 

New Testament does not explicitly forbid, 

repeal or say “stop” practicing Levirate 

marriage EITHER!!! 

 

 

Tithe teacher logic: Therefore based on the 

above mentioned reasons, tithing becomes 

an eternal moral principle and applicable for 

Christians today 

 

Tithe teacher position: Silence, NOT 

applicable today in spite of striking parallels 

with the custom of tithing – Only shows their 

error in logic & intellectual dishonesty! 

 

 


