
Levitical Tithe Festival Tithe Charity Tithe 
 

Transported to Levitical cities to 
the Levites 

 

 
Taken to Jerusalem 

 
Kept within the city gates 

 
Sub-tithe: 10th of the Levitical 

tithes given as offerings (terumat 
ha-ma’aser) to the Priests 

 

 
 

No sub-tithe 

 
 

No sub-tithe 

 
Only crops, fruits and the 10th 

animal that passed under the rod 
 

 
Only crops, wine, and oil taken to 
Jerusalem and eaten in the streets. 

 
Only crops and fruits and no 

animals involved and never money. 

 
All 6 years at the end of each 

harvest, no tithing during 7th year 
 

 
All 6 years, during the pilgrimage 
festival(s), no tithing during 7th 

year 
 

 
End of 3rd and 6th years, no tithing 

during 7th year 

 
 

Levites could eat it anywhere in 
Israel 

 
The original owner could eat it in 
ONLY in Jerusalem with Levites, 
his household and his male and 

maid servants 
 

 
 

Eaten by widows, orphans, aliens 
& Levites 

 
Wages for Levites & substitute for 

land allotment 
 

 
To teach the fear of the Lord 

 
For the Lord to bless all the work 

of their hands 

 
No prayer was said after tithing 

 
No prayer was said after eating 

 
A special prayer must be said by 

the owner after tithing 
 

 
Redemption: Add 20% (1/5th of the 
monetary value) to buy-back the 

crops, which would be 1/8th, hence 
not 1/10th. no buy back option for 
animals passed under the rod, even 
to substitute it with another animal 

would forfeit both animals 
 

 
No buy-back option, option to 
convert to money for both crops 
and 1st born animals if distance 

was a factor, but the same money 
must be earmarked to buy food 

and drinks in Jerusalem. 

 
 
 

Could never be redeemed and no 
option to convert to money at all.  
Food was the only acceptable form 

 
Biblical Basis: Leviticus 27:30-33, 

Numbers 18:21, 24-31 
 

 
Biblical Basis: Deuteronomy 12:5-
7, 17-19, 14:22-27 

 
Biblical Basis: Deuteronomy 14:28-

29, 26:12-14 

 
Also known as: Ma’aser Rishon,    

1st tithe 

 
Ma’aser Sheni, 2nd tithe, Feast 

tithe, national potluck 
 

 
 

Ma’aser Ani, 3rd tithe, poor tithe 
 

 
Almost the same travel distance & 
river crossing very rare for owners 

 
Variable travel distance & river 
crossing for trans-Jordan tribes  

 
Owner did not travel at all and 
only the recipients travelled. 

 

 


